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SUBJECT: DGB ASSESSMENT OF THE EUROPEAN TRADE UNION 
CONFERENCE 

1 . SUMMARY. DGB LEADERS FEEL THAT THE WESTERN TRADE 
UNION STRATEGY AT THE EUROPEAN TRADE UNION MEETING IN 
GENEVA TO LIMIT FUTURE COOPERATION BETWEEN EASTERN AND 
WESTERN EUROPEAN UNIONS TO CONTACTS WITHIN THE ILO WAS 
SUCCESSEUL. THEY HAVE ALSO ACTED TO REMOVE ANY PUBLIC 
MISUNDERSTANDINGS ABOUT FUTURE CONTACTS WITH EAST EURO- 
PEAN UNIONS WHICH MIGHT HAVE RESULTED FROM INITIAL BRIEF 
PRESS REPORTS THAT THE DELEGATES AT GENEVA HAD AGREED TO 
HOLD A EUROPEAN TRADE UNION CONFERENCE IN LATE 1974. IN 
CONVERSATIONS WITH THE LABATT AND IN A PRESS RELEASE THE 
DGB DECLARED THAT THE WESTERN TRADE UNIONS HAD FIRMLY 
REJECTED COMMUNIST WFTU CALLS FOR UNITY OF ACTION BY 
WORKERS INCLUDING THE CREATING OF COORDINATION OR PRE- 
PARATORY COMMITTEES SUCH AS FOR A EUROPEAN TRADE UNION 
CONFERENCE ON THE CSCE. DGB OEFICIALS SAID AND LATER 
CONFIRMED IN A PRESS RELEASE THAT THE PLANNED EUROPEAN 
TRADE UNION CONFERENCE WOULD BE LIMITED TO THE STUDY OF 
HUMANIZATION OF THE INDUSTRIAL ENVIRONMENT AND WOULD BE 
PLANNED BY THE EOUR WORKER MEMBERS OF THE ILO GOVERNING 
BODY WHO WOULD WORK CLOSELY WITH THE NATIONAL LABOR 
FEDERATIONS. END SUMMARY. 

2. DGB OFFICIALS ARE SATISFIED WITH THE OUTCOME OF THE 
EUROPEAN TRADE UNION MEETING. IN CONVERSATIONS WITH THE 
LABATT, ERWIN KRISTOFEERSEN, DIRECTOR OF THE INTER- 
NATIONAL DEPARTMENT OF THE DGB, AND THREE OTHER MEMBERS 
OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE SAID THAT THE DGB, WORKING 
WITH OTHER WESTERN REPRESENTATIVES, HAD SUCCESSFULLY 
COUNTERED THE POLITICAL INITIATIVES OF THE EASTERN EURO- 
PEAN UNIONS. THEY SAID THAT THE BRITISH TUC, IN 
CONTRAST TO THE REPRESENTATIVES FROM LUXEMBOURG AND 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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BELGIUM, HAD COOPERATED CLOSELY WITH THE DGB IN CHANNEL- 
ING THE COMMUNIST INITIATIVES INTO A CONSTRUCTIVE DIA- 
LOGUE ON TECHNICAL LABOR SUBJECTS. KRISTOFFERSEN SAID 
THAT SHELEPIN WOULD HAVE LITTLE SUCCESS TO REPORT TO 
BRESHNEV AND THAT EVEN THE ISSUE OF THE HUMANIZATION OF 
THE INDUSTRIAL ENVIRONMENT IS A TWO EDGED SWORD EOR THE 
SOVIETS. 
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3. HE SAID THAT THE CONFERENCE WAS FRIENDLY AND CON- 
STRUCTIVE. DGB SPOKESMAN FRITZE AND THE DGB PAPER WELT 
DER ARBEIT CONFIRMED THAT VETTER DID NOT RAISE THE ARAB 
OIL BOYCOTT AT THE CONFERENCE (BONN 874) BUT INSTEAD 
CALLED ATTENTION TO THE ISSUE IN A LETTER TO CONFERENCE 
PARTICIPANTS BEFORE THE CONFERENCE OPENED. 

4. KRISTOFEERSEN INDICATED THAT THE REQUEST OE THE 
ISRAELI HISTADRUT TO SEND A REPRESENTATIVE WAS DENIED ON 
"POLITICAL GROUNDS". PRESUMABLY THE DGB BELIEVED THE 
PRESENCE OF AN ISRAELI OBSERVER WOULD HAVE 

OPENED THE WAY FOR AN ARAB OBSERVER AND THE INJECTION OF 
THE ARAB-ISRAELI CONFLICT INTO THE ATMOSPHERE. 

5. TURNING TO OTHER ISSUES, KRISTOFFERSEN SAID THAT THE 
ICFTU HAD NOT YET TAKEN A POSITION ON CANDIDATES EOR THE 
JUNE ELECTION OF A CHAIRMAN FOR THE ILO GOVERNING BODY. 
HE ALSO SAID THAT THE DGB DID NOT INTEND NOW TO REACT TO 
THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR THE DEFENSE OF HUMAN 
RIGHTS 1973 REPORT AND THE ASSERTION IN SOLZHENITSYN'S 
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"ARCHIPELIGO GULAG" THAT THE USSR, IN CONELICT WITH AN 
ILO CONVENTION, MAINTAINS EORCED LABOR CAMPS. HE SAID 
A PUBLIC REACTION BY THE DGB WOULD NOT CONTRIBUTE TO A 
RELAXATION OE TENSIONS AND INDICATED THAT THE INITIATIVE 
OE THE DGB AND OTHER WESTERN EUROPEAN UNIONS AT THE LAST 
GENEVA CONFERENCE ARE MORE DIEFICULT BUT MORE CONSTRUCT- 
IVE WAYS TO DEAL WITH SUCH INTERNATIONAL PROBLEMS. THE 
TRADE UNION LEADERS SAID THAT THE EACT SOLZHENITSYN IS 
ABLE TO COMMUNICATE BY TELEPHONE WITH GERMAN PUBLISHERS 
IS EVIDENCE THAT THERE HAS BEEN SOME RELAXATION OE CON- 
TROLS. 

6. KRISTOEFERSEN ALSO INDICATED THAT THE DGB 

IS TRYING TO INSURE THAT INCREASED COMMUNIST INELUENCE 
IN THE FRG WILL NOT BECOME ONE OE THE SIDE EEFECTS OE 
DETENTE AND IS MOVING TO IMPROVE RELATIONS WITH THE 
AEL-CIO. 

7. THE DGB HAS ALSO EXPLAINED THE CONFERENCE TO ITS 
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MEMBERS. IN "PLEASE NO UNITY OF ACTION", DGB WEEKLY 
WELT DER ARBEIT, JANUARY 25, THE DGB EXPLAINS THAT IT 
REJECTED COMMUNIST WFTU CALLS FOR "UNITY OF ACTION" IN 
THE FORM OF COORDINATION OR PREPARATORY COMMITTEES FOR A 
EUROPEAN TRADE UNION CONEERENCE ON THE CSCE. INSTEAD, 

THE DGB MADE CLEAR TO EAST EUROPEAN LEADERS THAT EAST- 
WEST MEETINGS AND COOPERATION CAN ONLY BE HELD UNDER 
THE AUSPICES OF THE ILO. THE GENEVA DELEGATES AGREED TO 
RECOMMEND TO NATIONAL TRADE UNION CENTERS THAT ANOTHER 
MEETING BE HELD IN GENEVA IN LATE 1974. PREPARATIONS 
FOR THIS MEETING WOULD BE MADE BY THE FOUR EUROPEAN 
WORKER MEMBERS OF THE ILO GOVERNING BODY IN 
CLOSE COOPERATION WITH NATIONAL TRADE UNION CENTERS. 
HILLENBZAND 
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